Dr. Yardley's Case of Inversion of the Uterus.
[Jan.
force. Pains continued at intervals, and on the 20th of July a consultation was held on the case. Q'he opinion already entertained, that the foreign body felt in the pelvis was an extra-uterine foetus, was adopted by all. During the consultation, violent labour-pains came on, and, as delivery was impossible with this firm body blocking up the pelvis, an operation was determined on. An incision, three inches long, was made into the posterior wall of the vagina, and the head of a foetus felt by the finger, passed through the wound, to be pressing on the perineum. Yain attempts to extract it by the forceps and other instruments were made, and the incision was enlarged. During each uterine contraction, the body was pressed forcibly against the perineum, and the index-finger of the one hand having been passed into the rectum, and that of the other through the wound, a sufficient purchase was gained upon the child's neck to raise the head from the bed of the vagina; and then, by a violent pain, it was expelled far beyond the vulva. The foetus was, however, still firmly held against the vulva by three fleshy bauds, one of which seemed to be the remains of the funis. All three proceeded towards the upper and posterior part of the pelvis. They were divided, and, on tracing them backwards, were found conjoined into a flesli-like substance, six inches in diameter, and one and a half thick, which was attached higli up in the pelvis. Very little hemorrhage resulted from the division; but it was not deemed prudent to pursue the bands, which, indeed, after the delivery, completely receded beyond reach. The foetus, thus extracted, consisted of an agglutinated cartilaginous and osseous mass, some of the bones being tolerably well formed, others only imperfectly so. It measured, from the vertex to the forehead, 2f inches; in its biparietal diameter, 2| inches; from shoulder to shoulder, 2 inches ; from vertex to coccyx, 5 inches.
As soon as it was removed, all labour-pains ceased, to become renewed on the 22d, when, after two hours' duration, a child was born that lived only three hours.
The date of the extra-uterine conception was traceable back to 1836, since which time she had borne five living children. As [Jan.
uteri, the nature of the case being mistaken by the midwife, who had seated the patient over some warm water, and had probably used some attempts at dilating the os uteri. "When Dr. Stoltz arrived, she had just expired. On opening the abdomen, a tumour was found, formed of the child, in its natural attitude, and completely surrounded by its membranes. Between it and the spinal column, resting upon this and the left iliac fossa, surrounded by coagula and fluid blood, lay the contracted uterus, through a rupture of which, extending from the anterior cul-desac of the vagina to the fundus of the organ, looking just like an incised wound, the entire ovum had then passed, the foetus being a full-grown one, and remaining connected by the funis to the placenta, the anterior portion of which was detached from the ccrvix of the uterus.?Arcldo. Gener., torn, xxi, Deliveries.
